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Story and photos
by JOS Dennis Tressic
For 510 people, the early Oc-
tober morning started out as a
relaxing pleasure cruise through
the icy waters of the Gulf of Alas-
ka. Suddenly, the oceanliner Pris-
endam erupted into a burning
blaze. Panic and fear spread as
quickly as the flames throughout
the ship.
An area Coast Guard station
was radioed to provide assistance
which included aerial support for
the passengers.
As the HC-130 aircraft was pre-
pared for take-off, a malfunction-
ing altitude direction indicator
was discovered.
Immediately, the aviation elec-
trician's mates were called to re-
solve the problem. "Within a very
short time we were able to re-
place the defective indicator,
making the aircraft safe and
ready to assist in the rescue oper-
ation," said Petty Officer 2nd
Class Keith Mallory, an aviation
electrician's mate.
A Coast Guard helicopter flew
passengers suffering from expo-
sure to the awaiting HC-130 air-
craft staffed with medical person-
nel. The HC-130 then airlifted
the passengers to medical facili-
ties in Juneau.
Coast Guard electrician's mates
are taught their trade at the five-
month aviation electrician's mate
"A" school, located at the Coast
Guard Support Center, Elizabeth
City, N.C.
"At the school, the history and
basic concept of electricity, theory
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of generators and motors is
taught along with wiring, how to
use electrical meters, take
readings, do preventive mainte-
nance and troubleshoot the basic
systems of the various Coast
Guard aircraft," stated Mallory.
"The variety of aircraft we
work on include the HC-130s, H-3
helicopters, G-2 aircraft (used to
transport visiting dignitaries) and
HU-25 jets. Aviation electricians
ensure all electrical systems on
 maintenance on an aircraft engine.
these aircraft are always opera-
tional," explained Mallory, "in-
cluding the fire warning, auto-
pilot and battery and fuel sys-
tems."
Regardless of the mission re-
quirements, be it a training exer-
cise or an actual emergency, the
responsibilities of the aviation
electrician's mates never change.
They always ensure their aircraft
are safe and are ready to save
others at a moment's notice. O

